
Lifet ups and downs
Past Simple (l)- regular and irregular . Describint feelings . What's the date?

When were your gnndparents and great-
gnndparents born? Where were they born?
What were their jobs? Were they rich or poor?

lf you know, tellthe class.

AMERICA'S RICHEST WOMAN
Past Simple - regular verbs

Look at the photos. Do you know anything
about the American TV star Oprah Winfrey?

Itrl Read and listen to text A. Complete it
with the verbs you hear. Answer the questions.
. ls Oprah Winfrey rich?
. Where does she live and work?
. How much does she earn?

t![ Read and listen to text B about her
childhood. Answer the questions.
. Where and when was she born?
. Were her parents rich?
. Was she clever? What could she do?

I Complete the sentences about Oprah with the
verb live.

Now she - in California.

When she was a child, she _ with
her gnndmother.

2 Read text B. Find the Past Simple of wor(
cleon, receive, study,and storf. How is the
Past Simple formed?

)) Grammar Reference 6.1pl38

Oprah Winfrey 1 is a famous American TV star.
She 2_ in California, but she also t_ an
apartment in Chicago, where she a_. Oprah is
one of the richest women in America. She s_

millions of dollars every year. She 6_ a lot of
monev to charitv.

Oprah was born on January 29, 7954, in
Kosciusko, Mississippi. Her parents were
very poor. Her father, Vernon, worked in
a coal mine and her mother, Vernita,
cleaned houses. They couldn't look after
Oprah, so she lived with her grandmother,
Hattie Mae. Oprah was clever. She could
read before she was three. When she was
17, she received a scholarship to Tennessee
State University, where she studied drama.
She also started reading the news at the
local radio station.
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4 What is the Past Simple of these verbs?

watch interview study talk
move start earn open

l@Listen and check.

t![ Listen to text C. Complete it with the
Past Simple form of the verbs in exercise 4.

Complete the questions about Oprah.

1 Where did her father work?
In a coal mine.

2 What her mother do?
She cleaned houses.

3 Who Oprah - with?
Her grandmother.

4 What she _?
Drama.

5 When she - Michael Iackson?
In 1993.

6 How much - she - last year?

$260 million.

7 When she - the qirls' school?
In 2007.

8 - her parents much money?
No, they didn't.

lf.Tl Listen and check. Practise the
questions and answers with a partner.
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I Find a question with dd and a negative
withdidnT in text c.

2 Look at these questions.
Where does Oprah work?
Where did her father work?

Did is the past of do and does.

3 We use didnt (= did not) to form the negative.
We didn't have much money.

D Gnmmar Reference 6.2 pl38

In 1984, Oprah 1 mwed to Chicago to work on a TV talk
show called A.M. Chicago. She 2_ to lots of interesting
people about their problems. Oprah says,

'People's problems are my pfoblems.'

The show was very successful, so in 1985, it was renamed
The Oprah Winfrey Show. 49 million people in 134 countries

it every week. In 1993, she n_MichaelJackson

and 100 million people t_ the programme. Last year,
she 6- $260,000,000.

Her charity work
In 1998, Oprah '_ the charity Oprah's Angel Network
to help poor children all over the world. In 2007, she 8.

a special school inJohannesburg, t}l.e Oprah Winfrey
Academy for Girls. She says,

'When I was a kid, we were poor and we didn't
have much money. So what did I do? I n_hard.'

There are 752 girls at the
school, Oprah calls them
her daughters - the
children she didn't have
in real life.



P RACTI C E
Talking about you

I Complete the questions with did, was, or were.

I Where were vo:ur parents born?

2 Where you live when you a child?

3 -you live in a house or a flat?

4 When you start school?

5 Who your first teacher?

6 Who your best friend?

7 When you learn to read and write?

8 When you get your first mobile phone?

Work in groups of two or three. Ask and answer the
questions in exercise 1.

Tell the class some of the information you learned.

Enrioo's rnother wae born in ...
His fathsr ...
Ilelwedin -..

Pronunciat ion

4 l@| Listen to three different pronunciations of -ed.

Itl worked
ldl lived
/td/ started

5 l][ Listen and write the Past Simple verbs in
the chart. Then practise saying them.

Itl tdl ltdl
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BEN'S UPS ANDDOWNS

be

begin

can

catch

come

tet
give

8o
have

was/were

lrregular verbs

Write the Past Simple of these verbs. (There is a list of
irregular verbs on pl58.) Test your partner.

leave

lose

make

meet

send

take

win

write

D Grammar Reference 6.3 pl38

2 Read about Ben Way. What were his ups and downs?

Ben Woy
He mode his first mil l ion
ot 17. He wos one of the
first dotcom mill ionoires.
Then he lost  i t  o l l  . . .  And
now he's o mill ionoire ogoin!
How did he do it?

3 Read and complete the PROFILE of Ben with the verbs in
the Past Simple. Compare your answers with a partner.

Listening

4 l!f,t Listen to an interviewwith Ben. What else do you
learn about him?

5 Make the questions. Ask and answer them with a
Partner.
I What/Ben's parents do?
2 Where/he go to school?
3 Why/he have problems at school?
4 Whatihis dad give him in 1989?
5 Who/he help with their computers?
6 Why/he leave school at 16?
7 When/he win'Young Entrepreneur of the Year'?
8 Why/he lose his money?

What didBen's parents do?



H*,}[kv

r989

YeorBen's Life
r980He I was (be) born on28, Seplrember 1980.

He 2- (go)to school in o smoll Devon
villoge. He wos dyslexic, he 3- (con not)
reod ond write.

When he wos nine, his fother a_ (givel
him o computer. He 5- (tokel his
computer everywhere with him.

r99l

r995

t996

t997

t999

zln0

ml
2m2

At I l, he 6- (write) his first softwore
progrom.

When he wos 15, he '-(begin) his own
compuler compony.

He 8- (leqvel school ot 16.

At 17, he e- (moke) his first 8l million.

At 19, he ro_ (hove) !18.5 million.

At20, herr (win) Young Entrepreneur
of the Yeor.'

When he wos 21, he "- (lose) everything.

BUT THEN - ol22, he storted o new
compony colled 'Roinmokers' ond he
become o millionoire oll over ogoin!

PRACTICE
Regular and irregular verbs

I Complete the sentences with the verbs in the Past Simple.

1 My granddad was (be) born in 1932. He _ (die) in 2009.

2 My parents (meet) in London in 1983. They_ (get)
married in 1985.

3 I - (arrive) late for the lesson. It _ (begin) at 2 otlock.

4 I _ (catch) the bus to school today. It _ (take) just
40 minutes.

5 I - (have) a very busy morning. I _ (send) 30 emails
before 10 otlock.

6 Our football team - (win) the match 3-0. Your team
(lose) asain.

7 My brother (earn) a lot of money in his last job, but he
(leave) because he (not like) it.

8 I - (study) Chinese for four years, but when I - (go)
to Shanghai,I (can not) understand a word.

l]f! Listen and check.

Talking about you

2 Make true sentences about you using a positive or negative.

I watch TV yesterday
2 get up early this morning
3 have coffee and toast for breakfast
4 come to school by car yesterday
5 play computer games on Friday evening
6 send a text just before this lesson
7 meet some friends last night
8 go shoppingyesterday

Compare answers with a partner.

3 Work with your partner. Ask and answer questions with When did
you last... I and the time expressions. Ask another question to get
more information.
. have a holiday
. watch a DVD
. go to the cinema
. talk on your mobile
. send an email
. catch a bus
. give a present
. have dinner in a restaurant

4 Tell the class some things you learned about your partner.

Nina had a holiday last August an d she went to ltaly.

>> WRITING lllflAbiographyplOg

morning afternoon evening ]

ET
night week weekend I
Monday month year i
)f hs+afternoon ,f hs+eveniftS

D Gnmmar Reference 6.4 - 5.3 pl38
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LISTENING AND READING
The meaning of life

Look at the pictures and read the
introduction to the story of
The Businessman and the Fisherman.
Answer the questions.
. Where was the businessman?
. Who did he meet?
. Did he like the fish?
. What did he say?
. What nationality were the two men?

ffil Close your books and listen to the
conversation. Who do you think has the
best life?

Are these sentences true (/) or false (X) ?
Correct the false sentences.

I The businessman and the fisherman
met in the morning.

2 It took the fisherman an hour to catch
the tuna.

3 He stopped fishing because he had
enough fish for his family.

4 The fisherman is often bored because
he has nothing to do.

5 The businessman went to Harvard
University,

6 He gave the fisherman a lot of advice.

7 The fisherman gave the businessman
some fish.

8 He went to a bar with the businessman.

Read and complete the story of
The Businessman and the Fisherman.

ffil Listen again and check.

Retell the story round the class.

What do you think?
. Do you think the fisherman follows the

businessman's advice? Why/Why not?
. What is the moral of this story:
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'How long did it take to catch them?' the American asked.
'Oh, about r- hours,' said the fisherman.
'Why didn't you fish for longer and catch more?'
The Mexican replied, 'l 2- want to fish for longer. With this
I 3- enough fish for my family.'
'But what do you do with the rest of your day? Aren't you bored?'
The fisherman smiled, 'l 'm never bored. I get up a-, play
with my children, watch football, and take a siesta with my wife.
Sometimes in the evenings I walk to the village to see my friends,
play the guitar, and sing s- songs.'

The American couldn't understand, 'Look, I am a very successful
businessman. I 6- to Harvard University and I 7_ business. I
can help you. Fish for four hours every day and sell the extra fish you
catch. Then, you can buy a bigger boat, catch more, and 8_ more
money. Then buy a second boat, a third, and so on, until you have
a big fleet of fishing boats. You can export the fish and leave this
village and move to Mexico City, or LA, or New York City, and open a
fishing business.'
The fisherman smiled, 'But how long will all this take?'
The businessman thought about it for a bit. 'Probably e- 15 to
20 years,' he said.
And then what, Seflor?' asked the fisherman.
'Why, that's the exciting part!' laughed the businessman. 'You can
sell your business and become very rich, a millionaire!'
A millionaire? Really? But what do I do with all the money?'The
young fisherman didn't look excited.

The businessman could not understand this young man. 'Well, you
can 10- work and move to a lovely, old fishing village where you
can sleep late, play with your grandchildren, watch football, take a
siesta with your wife, and walk to the village in the evenings where
you can play the guitar, and sing with your friends all you want.'
The fisherman's wife and children came running to meet him.
'Papa, papa tr- you catch many fish?'
'l 12- enough for us today and tomorrow, and some for this
gentleman,' said their father. He gave the businessman some fish,
thanked him for his advice and went home with his familv. 

,
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VOCABU LARYAN D LISTEN ING

Complete each sentence with the correct adjective.

1 excited exciting
Life in New York is very
It's my birthday tomorrow I'm really

tired tiring
The marathon runners were very
That game of tennis was very

annoyed annoying
The childs behaviour was really
The teacher was - because nobody did the homework.

4 worried worrying
We were very - when we heard the news.
The news is very

Work with a partner. Complete the conversations with -ed
and -ing adjectives from exercise 3.

1 A Didyouenjoythefilm?

B No, I didnt. It was -.
A Oh, I loved it. It was really -, and very funny.

B I didnt laugh once!

2 C How was your exam?

D Awful. I'm very

C But you worked really hard.

D I know,I studied until two in the morning, but then I
was so today, I couldnt read the questions.

C Dont worry. I'm sure you'll be OK.

3 E That was a great match! Really-!

F Onlybecause your team won. I was

: E But it wasnt at alMt was a fantastic game!

': F' Wbll, I didnt enjoy it, and now I m - because I

... , paid 845 for my ticket.

{.Q1 lvfrgn's Nina's birthdaY?

" H Yop mean'When washer birthday?' It was last Friday,

March 24th.
' G bh no! Was she - that I forgot?

' H No, no, she was just that you didnt like her

:i -.ahymore.

ttrD Listen and check. Practise the conversations.

Look again at the text on p5l. Find examples of -ed and -ing
adjectives.

-ed and -ing adjectives

Some adjectives can end in both -ed and -ing. 
I

The book was interesting. I The lesson was boring. i
I was interested in the book. I The students were bored. l

Describing feelings

Match these feelings to the pictures.

I annoyed I excited I tired

I bored I interested E worried

Use the words from exercise 1 to complete the sentences.

1 I went to bed late last night, so I'm very - today.

2 My football team lost again. I'm really - !

3 I won €20,000 in the lottery. I'm so - !

4 I cant find my house keys. I'm really

5 I have nothing to do and nowhere to go. I am so - !

6 The professor gave a great lecture. I was really - .

ftrD Listen and check.
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EVERYDAY ENGLISH
What's the date?

I Write the correct word next to the
ordinal numbers.

fourth twelfth twentieth twenty-second
second thirtieth thirteenth seventeenth
fifth tenth sixteenth srst
third sixth thirty-first

Say the months of the year round the class.

Work with a partner. Ask and answer questions about the months.

I wtrict is thc first nor"o I /'--------------
\ rrnt I I Januaw. I

- - i /1-

l/

2

3

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

1oth
!2th

L3th

15th

77trJ'

2oth
22nd

30th

lirst

I We write: 3/4/1999 or 3 April1999.

We say: 'The third of April, nineteen ninety-nine.'
or Aprilthe third, nineteen ninety-nine.'

I Notice how we say these years.

1900 nineteen hundred
1905 nineteen oh five
2001 twothousand and one
2012 two thousand and twelve, or twenty-twelve

Practise saylng the dates.

I April

2 March

17 September

9 November

2912t76

9lr2l83

3lr0l99

3U51200s

1517l20rs

,-r;;,;;:

#s
w

tffif Listen and check.

5 EIO Listen and write the dates you hear.

6 Ask and answer the questions with your partnel. l

1 What's the date today?
2 When did this school course start? When does it end?
3 When's Christmas Day?
4 When's Valentine's Day?
5 When's your birthday?
6 What are the dates of public holidays in your country?
7 What century is it now?
8 What were some important dates in the last century?

7 Write some important dates for you. Ask and answer questions
about the dates with your partner.

'-"dil(r

s
g
.gg

!;;t;,

31st
ftrO Listen and practise sa)nng the ordinals.
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